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Discussion Questions
1. See compare and contrast matrix above.
2. Answers will vary. Many students may find it challenging for reasons including:
e Both parties use very similar language and rhetoric. They sound as though they both want many of the
same things.
® You have to know how to read between the lines to identify any real differences.
e Differences seem more like issues of perception, stereotype, current spin, or current party marketing.
e There are so many splits, factions, and realignments. Unless you really know the history, it’s difficult to
keep track of who believes what.
e Party platforms seemed to change depending on issues and leaders. It’s easier to compare them at a
particular point in time than to identify general differences.
3. Both sites definitely present carefully constructed accounts of their history. Examples:
Democratic Party Site
e Makes a clear connection to Jefferson (a limited presidency, a strong Constitution, less federal
government) and immediately emphasizes that it was the “party of the common man”
e Skips over the Civil War and Reconstruction period—a low point in Democratic Party history—and
jumps to the early 20th when a changing America started to cause changes in the parties
e Uses powerful, heroic words and phrases to describe the accomplishments of Democratic leaders
¢ Qutlines failures of Republican leadership (budget deficits, high unemployment, crime, etc.)
Republican Party Site
e Makes a connection to Jefferson
e Emphasizes how often and how long the Republicans have held power
e Touts civil rights achievements (African Americans, women) and emphasizes that these were early causes,
accomplished despite Democratic opposition
® Praises the hard work of volunteers and party members

Worksheet 3: Parties in Flux
1. Answers will vary.
2. Answers will vary but should include some of the following:
¢ (Candidates change platforms or positions in order to attract votes
e Demographic realities, changing demographics
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e Philosophical alignment, e.g., abolitionists —» temperance activists —» suffragettes
e Geography
e Globalization
3. Answers will vary but should reflect the following:
e Purpose: mobilize people with a shared agenda; win elections so that those interests can be advanced;
organize to achieve political power or influence; present organized opposition
e Pros: unite people; more power to advocate positions and promote candidates; communicate issues and
positions; raise funds and volunteers
e Cons: partisanship can impede progress and solutions (parties want credit, want to block action or create a
stalemate for political reasons); encourages patronage and political favors; strongest force wins—not best
or most representative
4. e Conclusion: Who Democrats and Republicans are and what they stand for changes, even flip flops
completely, and will change again in a relatively short matter of years (decade or so).

e Implications: Answers will vary.
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